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Kenilworth Arts Council Inc.
Planning for the Future

Historically, this Project resulted from two concerns:

• Making best use of the Charles Street (River) Park in relation 
to the Arts and the Town –Art installations, Interpretation 
Centre?

• Improving the Arts Council’s ability to offer support for the 
Arts consistent with the needs of the Town –Expand range of 
art activities, provide better facilities?
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Kenilworth Arts Council Inc.
Planning for the Future

The Arts Council recognises these issues in extending its activities 
relating to festivals, exhibitions, performances and workshops:

• Suitable public spaces for performance and other events.

• Exhibition spaces.

• Workshop spaces appropriate to all the creative arts.

• Scheduling constraints. 

• Staffing constraints.

• Income generation.

• The stature of Kenilworth as a focus for art activity.
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Also recognised are these opportunities:

• Kenilworth School has redundant land usable for new purposes 
which could also support the viability of the school. 

• Development of the River Park gives Kenilworth the opportunity 
to “own” and be a centre for information about and artistic 
interpretation of the River.

• The increasing success of Kenilworth as a centre for the Arts 
allows us to achieve substantial grant funding for further 
development in this direction.

• Making any new development complementary to the existing 
public spaces and facilities in the Town.

Kenilworth Arts Council Inc.
Planning for the Future



The proposal:

• The western part of the School site to be used to build an Arts & 
Cultural Hub. 

• The Hub to comprise –
– A Mary River Interpretation Pavilion.

– A performance/exhibition space.

– Artists ateliers (workshops equipped for a range of creative arts).

– Supporting facilities, kitchen, office, storage etc.

– Open space and parking.

• Capital funding for these different elements obtained from a 
variety of sources. Working income derived from the facilities.
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Current state of play:

• Land Use
– All local, State and Federal politicians in support.

– Education Queensland. Pending consideration of outline.

– Sunshine Coast Council. Awaiting State Government outcome.

• Major Funding Sources
– Arts Queensland, ART+PLACE maximum funding $2M

– Commonwealth RDAF maximum funding $5M

• Design and Submissions
– Lead by Dr Phillip Daffara –outline design completed.

– Call for expressions of interest from artists in preparation.

– Quantity survey and cost analysis completed.
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Kenilworth Arts Council Inc.
Planning for the Future

A number of layout options have 
been considered. This version is 
current.

Expansion possibilities exist. There 
is sufficient land to move other 
facilities onto the site.

Concept development by 
Dr Phillip Daffara.



Kenilworth Arts & Cultural Hub
Lot 63 LX1880

Opportunities and Constraints

Phillip Daffara
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Town Context
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Opportunities
• Connectivity to future 

river walk loop
• 340m from gate to ctr. 

Main Street
• 580m from site to ctr. 

Main Street

Constraints
• Poor visibility from 

Road
• Infrastructure 

connection distances



10

Planning Context
• Strategic intent –Rural and valued 

Habitat

• Precinct –Kenilworth Community 
Land, Educational Establishment, 
Showgrounds and outdoor 
recreation (Special Purpose)

• Arts + Cultural Hub consistent with 
planning intent

• Site surrounded by sustainable 
pastoral lands (scenic amenity)



Site Context
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Cold Winter 
S’Westerlies

1
2

3

1 2 3

Opportunities
• Clear, flat, flood free land
• Treed buffers to east, 

south and west
• Solar access and scenic 

views to north
• Seclusion for 

contemplation
Constraints
• Access past school 

grounds and play 
equipment (safety)

• Service connection 
distances

• Poor visibility from road



Art Influences
(sticks on the land)
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Artworks by Andy 
Goldsworthy



Design Benchmarks (Architecture as Art)
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Barcaldine Tree of 
Knowledge

Karijini National 
Park Visitor Centre

Mija, North Qld Remembrance
Pavilion ACT

Monumental scale Sculptural form Minimal structure Framed views

Uplifting space Entry of 
anticipation

Aboriginal Cultural 
references

Polite gestures 
towards people



Project Scope

• Mary River Interpretation Pavilion

–Integrated artworks celebrating the river’s

• Geology/Geography

• Ecology

• Social/cultural history

• Kenilworth Arts and Cultural Hub

–Artist’s “incubator”

• Adaptive spaces - performance, exhibition etc.

• Meeting places

• Artists’ ateliers for workshops and hire
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Exemplary Artist Hubs
(freedom to create)

MacDowell Colony,
New Hampshire 
(est. 1907)

Millay Colony for the Arts
Austerlitz, New York 
(est.1973)

TaliesinWest, Arizona
(est. 1937)
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Concept
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Car parking (20 spaces)
Mary River Interpretation 
Pavilion

Ateliers (576sqm)

Main spine (936sqm)
– Office + storage

– P/E space 

– Overflow court

– Kitchen + amenities

Expansion site (360sqm)
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Site Responsive Strategies 

• Public art strategy that elicits meaning at 
different scales (temporal + spatial)

• Eco-logical design principles

• Sequence of views and vistas

• Solar access for artists

• Adaptable, social spaces

• Timber architecture
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Funding Sources

Agency ProjectComponent Amount

Arts Queensland Mary River Interpretative 
Pavilion

$600,000

Regional Development 
Australia Fund

Kenilworth Arts & Cultural 
Hub

$4.4 Million

Seed Funding for 
applications (Council?)

Precinct master plan
Art Commission plan
Budget plan
Cost/Benefit Analysis

$15-20,000

$5 million project
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Kenilworth needs to redefine its 21stC purpose and 
contributions within the regional economy, due to the decline of 
diary and other traditional industries.



Phillip Daffara PhD

Architect/Urban Designer

Ph.3102 6060

p.daffara@placesense.com.au
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